NSC BRIEFING

I. Algerian vebels' “insurrectionary gensrsl strike”, plauned to
coingide with UN debato on Algeria, is now three days old and sppesrs
te be weakening. |
A. On strike's first day, Noalem, vork-stoppage was 903 effpetive
in oity of Algiers sad in east and sentral Algerias, but such
less s0 in went., By third day, presas reports state that saay
workers were returaisg to their jobs--often under Freach
“reguisition” orders.

B. Few terrorist incidents thusfar: none at sll in eity of Alglers.
1. 4lso, mc orgsaised rebel military activity to date (last

reported aresd aclash was on Saturdsy).

c. Among the 500,000 Algeriaa sorkers ia Netropolitan Prance,
80 to 703 in Paris arss saswerod first day's dtrike call, but
response in proviaces was less.

P. Strike was originally to last 8 days: may now be exteaded for
duration of DN debats scheduled to stiart next Neadsy.

I5. Strike has come at tiwme whea European-losliem tension in Algeria is
st all-time high. 4Acts of violsnce by rebels themselves, by 1.2
million indigosat “colons™, or by 400,000 Fremch military iv Algeris
mlﬂ easily touch off sajor explosion.

; A. Just before strike, one Freach genoral teld our consul in Algilers
| he expected rebels sould step up terrorizt killings in course of
strike, with bops of provoliing colons (%3&%% italiation.
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1. @General foresar situatien "siwilar ktﬁ Budapont,” with
{housands of Noslews killed. |
5. Osmeral also foresas attempts by rebel military W slong
Borocean and Tonisisn borders to upwt berder towns of
Tiewcen (in west) and Tebessa (in esst).
1. Earlier, s rebel spokeswsn is Libys had stated that strong
roel military offensive sould be timed with strike.
€. Tsusfar, thess forecasts have mot besn substaatisted.
I151. Probably mest ssplosive element in pressat tesse situation is though
sttitude of colons, | * | |
i. Libersl ssttlers who faver sccowodation with rebels——such as
wayer of Algerisrs-.are ainority.
B. Vast wsjfority of colons vies suppression of rebels as fight
for o lives, sre incressingly fearful that Paris is resdy
to eumpromise, | o ‘
1. These colon die-hards have ewtablished own counter-
' tewrorist B, formed gussi-military reprisal untts.

IV. Attitude of Army, in svent of Cslon-Neslem shovdows, is asother
impondarable., Farie aduits widespread sympathy for coloae among
jenior officors sad son-cows, apd open Aruy eriticism of Paris
policies han Been hasrd,

4. 1In December, threw Fremch generals in Algeria had to bs
~“giseiplined” dy Faris for flirting .ari,t’h colons in alleged
plot to overthrow wetropolitan conirel, estadblish “white

Fepadlice.”
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1. Doubtful if such coutacts will produce results, at least

ustil sfter UN dabate.

2. HBowever, Mapor of Algiers believes rebels are 1ikely to
socoept Mollet's cease-fire bid, provided French do mot
*lose face™ in WX,

to UR siring, FPresch apparently hope to limit ON setion to
imnocuocus provedural motioa.

Pinsau will prement FPrench case: deny cowpstlante of OR

to sousider “iaterssl™ matter, stiack “foreiga” {particulsrly

Bgyptiisa, v‘am.'t) influence Hehind revolt,

17 Amsewbly noasthsless asserts cowpetance, Freavh delegation

will walk out, boyeott further discussion.

Should hoped-for procedural lsoophole be plugged and ON

officially condomn French rols im Algeria, France may wall

withdraw altogether from UN mewbership. '
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